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Welcome to 
Velika Gorica, 
a Big Heart of 
Turopolje. 
Dear guests, 

If you decide to visit Turopolje, one of the most 
picturesque Croatian smaller regions, you will 
encounter a treasure of rich cultural and historical 
monuments, national heritage and well preserved 
landscapes, harmoniously intertwined. The town 
of Velika Gorica has been developing as a heart 
of Turopolje, surrounded by centuries-old woods, 
the Odra, Kupa and Sava rivers, lakes and gentle 
Vukomeričke gorice. 
The intention of this brochure is to give you some 
basic information to identify this area. 
The rest is up to you. 
At each step you will get a warm welcome from 
the noble people of Turopolje.
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In Turopolje, history has left numerous traces 
visible through cultural and historical buildings 
or items stored in museum collections. 
Since prehistoric times, Roman times, Turkish 
conquests and many other wars in these areas, 
bloody but glorious history has been written, 
searching for freedom and viability.

Life with Rich Past

Marble slab with the relief of the goddess 
Nemesis and votive inscription from II - III century 

The remains of thermae

         It has been assumed that runaway people of 
Andautonia founded Zagreb. A stone from Andautonia 
site was embedded in foundations of Archaeological 
Museum in Zagreb as a symbol of the link between the 
two cities.

  Do you 
know?

Gold coins of Emperor 
Trajan, year 98-117



Andautonia
In a village of Posavina (12 km from Zagreb and 
8 km from Velika Gorica) there is an archaeological 
site of Roman city Andautonia which reveals the 
remains of the biggest urban settlement from the 
1st century BC. From the 1st to the 4th century it 
was an administrative, political and cultural centre 
of the region bordered by Medvednica in the 
north, Vukomeričke gorice in the south, Stenjevec 
in the west and the River Sava in the east. 
It went to ruin after the Peoples Migration. 
Long lasting archaeological research gives us an 
insight in a partial appearance of this city, with its 
roads, streets, sewage system, public and 

residential buildings, its public baths and 
numerous everyday items. So far, only a part of 
this big urban settlement has been discovered; 
that is, only its individual elements. 
Further research will give us a more complete 
picture of life in this area during Roman times, 
with all its contents. 
An archaeological park was opened at this site 
in 1994. It is especially lively in May when the 
Days of Andautonia are held. Through different 
exhibitions and events this manifestation 
presents to our visitors individual topics from 
the life of the Roman city.

3

Old crafts, stone processing Roman football



Lukavec town, the only defensive fort in Turopolje, 
was mentioned for the first time in written sources 
in 1256, though the exact time of construction is 
not known. The remains of palisades and the 
construction of driveway wooden bridge, which 
were discovered during more recent reconstru-
ction, testify that the original building, ruined over 
time, was built of oak wood. A new, wooden fort 
was erected in the time of Turkish conquests 
(1474-1475) and was demolished on several 
occasions. During history, many different masters 
were in possession of Lukavec and in 1553 it fell 
into the hands of people of Turopolje.

4

The Old Town 
Lukavec 
The Pride of the Noble
Commune of  Turopolje 

Life with Rich Past
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           A red scarf - ”podgutnica”
- which the girls of Turopolje 
were tying under necks (gut) 
of young men is the forerunner 
of ”kravata”. A scarf tied - à la 
Croate - on Croatian way - was 
recognised on Croatian solders 
in the 17th century in Paris, and 
it was given the name cravat 
after Croats. 

The architectural concept of a walled fort was 
finished in 1752 in the form of a Renaissance 
castle, surrounded by water, towers for side 
defence with 70 loopholes and a high entrance 
tower. It gave evidence of the power, unanimity 
and the noble status of the Noble Commune of 
Turopolje by which it was built. 
Above the entrace door, where there is an 
engraved coat of arms of the Noble Commune of 
Turopolje, supported by two lions and the writing 
Insignia Universitatis Nobilum Campi Turopolya 
1752, raises a tower with the chapel of St. Lucy, 
the patroness of Turopolje. 

On the first floor there was a hall for assemblies 
of noblemen ”spravišća” - election assemblies 
where prefect was elected and the archive of the 
Noble Commune of Turopolje was kept until 1848 
when it was moved to the town hall of Turopolje, 
the present day Museum of Turopolje. This 
monument of turbulent history of the area, which 
is engraved in its each stone, with its new space 
allocation becomes a must-see for everybody 
who drops in Turopolje. Traditionally it revives 
during the festivities of St. George when people 
assist the biggest bonfire which chases away 
winter and celebrates upcoming spring. 

Turopolje troop ”banderij” 
with Turopolje cannon

  Do you 
know?



The Museum of 
Turopolje
Caring Guardian of the Past  

Life with Rich Past 

A memorial bust for Franjo Lučić, a nobleman, prefect of Turopolje and composer 
has been placed in the park in front of the museum. 

The museum of Turopolje is an unavoidable 
destination to anyone who wants to learn something 
more about the history of this area. The building, 
situated in the centre of  Velika Gorica, in the eastern 
part of the town park, represents
itself a part of a turbulent past, being the 
city hall of the Noble Commune of 
Turopolje, where many decisions, 
concerning economical and political issues of

museum 
logo
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Turopolje and its inhabitants, were made. 
At the site of the former wooden building, which 
over time went to ruin, in 1765 a today's building 
was erected into which the archive of the Noble 
Commune of Turopolje from the town of Lukavec 
was removed. Since 1848 in the hall on the first 
floor the assemblies of noblemen had been held 
and the archive had been kept. In front of the 
building fairs and parish processions had been 

held. With the abolition of the Noble Commune 
of Turopolje in 1947, the use of the building was 
altered on several occasions. In 1960 it was turned 
into the museum of Turopolje which in its rich 
holdings keeps archaeological, ethnic, cultural 
and historical material of the area of  Velika Gorica. 
In the museum, apart from the permanent display, 
many thematic exhibitions have been organised. 

        In front of the museum, 
a stump of a giant Turopolje oak 
has been exhibited (1.45 m of 
diameter, 5.20 m volume and 
1.5 tons of weight) in memory of 
longevity and viability of  Turopolje 
which is indebted to the oak wood 
for its development. 

  Do you 
know?
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The Church of 
Annunciation of 
Blessed Virgin 
Mary
A Baroque Beauty 

In written sources this church was first mentioned 
in 1334, although it had existed before as a little 
wooden chapel. During Turkish conquests it had 
been demolished and in 1642 it was erected 
again, in wood. Over the years some of its wooden 
parts had been replaced by stone. The stones 
from Oki   had been collected for construction. 
The construction had begun in 1686 and finished 
in 1757 when the Noble Commune of Turopolje 
took care of it. The bell-tower, rectangular in the 
lower part, octagonal in the upper one, was 
finished in 1695. Two side chapels, the chapel of 
St. Antony of Padua and the Chapel of the Holy 

Life with Rich Past 



  Do you 
know?

Heart were added to the new church. For today's 
Baroque church the merit goes to Herman Bollé, 
who completely reconstructed it, after it had been 
demolished by the earthquake in 1880, which hit 
Zagreb and the surrounding area. On the main 
altar there is a relief of the scene of Annunciation, 
the work of Tyrolean masters, and the frescoes 
in the side chapels The Birth of Jesus and 
The resurrection of Jesus, were made by Marko 
Antonini. The church has beautiful stained-glass 
windows. At the church facade, in the niche of the 
tower-bell stands a statue of St. Lucy, the patroness 
of Turopolje. Above the entrance door there is a 
coat of arms of the Noble Commune of Turopolje.

9

              Every year, on the first Saturday in
     September, a pilgrimage starts from this 
church towards Marija Bistrica as a token 
of gratitude to Saint Mother who saved Velika 
Gorica from war destruction during our 
Fatherland War.

St. Lucy, the patroness of Turopolje 



Turopljski lug 
(grove)
Green Mantle of  
Velika Gorica 
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Sculpture - a souvenir by Zlatko Odrčić, a sculptorThe coat of arms 
of the town

Life with Rich Past In the past oak woods took a large part of the tur's 
field (Turopolje), the name of which comes from 
a ”tur”, an extinct cattle. Although it died out in 
the 16th century, it has been kept as a symbol in 
the coat of arms of Velika Gorica, in the logo of 
the Museum of Turopolje and as an inspiration to 
our local artists. The remains of these large woods 
from the past can be seen in Turopoljski lug. 



Modić-Bedeković 
timber-framed 
country house 
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           The timber gate (Vrata od krča) is a unique wooden 
triumphal arch erected by the people of Turopolje in 1779 
after clearing of forests in Turopoljski lug to obtain 1600 arable 
parcels. It's been a monument of human labour and unanimity. 

The area of Turopoljski lug was very important 
for the development of this region. Even from the 
13th century, the most important branch of the 
economy - pig breeding - is connected to the 
richness of oak woods. Free forest grazing and 
spreading of indigenous pig of Turopolje resulted 
in the first class meat, which was exported even 
out of Turopolje. 

Large forest areas were giving wood of high 
quality as a foundation for construction and 
production of different tools for household and 
farming. On this basis wood-processing industry 
was developed. Oak wood was used to build 
farmhouses - ”hiže”, ”kurije” - country houses for 
wealthier people of Turopolje(Modić-Bedeković 
timber-framed country house in Donja Lomnica, 

Alapić timber-framed country house in Vukovina, 
Zlatarić timber-framed country house in Bukevje), 
blockhouses ”čardaci” - wooden two story houses 
with beautifully ornamented staircases (Mraclin, 
Velika Mlaka, Buševec, Posavina), and wooden 
chapels. Traditional architecture is a prominent 
element of the cultural landscape of  Velika Gorica. 
Its main characteristic is a common oak as an 
indigenous building material into which local 
masters inbreathed soul. 
There are few towns where the forest areas are 
as close as it is the case with Turopoljski lug 
(grove). A grove, forest, that is hills, gave a name 
to the settlement developing in this area. 
Turopoljski lug, a green mantle of Velika Gorica 
was declared a protected area on 12 May 2003.

  Do you 
know?

A reconstructed blockhouse ”čardak”
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Beauties of 
Turopolje 
The Mastery of 
Wooden 
Architecture 

Due to the quality of an oak wood and the 
construction skill of local masters, unique wooden 
chapels were created in Turopolje. Their presence 
goes back to the Middle Ages, but the most of the 
preserved ones originate from the 17 century. 
Only eleven chapels have been preserved to the 
present day, three of them on the area of Velika 
Gorica, (the Chapel of Jesus in Wounds, Pleško 
polje, the Chapel of St. John the Baptist, Buševec, 
the Chapel of St. Barbara, Velika Mlaka), four of 

Life with Rich Past 

The Chapel of 
St. Anthony of 
Padua in 
Gustelnica 

The Chapel of 
Jesus in Wounds 
in Pleso 

The Chapel of St.Peter and St. 
Paul in Cerje Pokupsko

The Chapel 
of St. Roch



         In the chapel there is a rare 
iconographic display of 
St. Kümmernisse, the crucified 
saint with a beard. 

The Chapel of 
St Barbara in 
Velika Mlaka 
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them in Vukomeričke gorice (the Chapel of the 
Holy Spirit, Lučelnica, the Chapel of St. John the 
Baptist, Lukinić brdo, the Chapel of St. Roch, 
Cvetković brdo and the Chapel of St. Anthony of 
Padua, Gustelnica. There are four chapels in 
Pokuplje (the Chapel of St. George, Lijevi Štefanki, 
the Chapel of St. Peter and Paul, Cerje Pokupsko, 
the Chapel of St. Trinity, Gladovec Pokupski and 
the Chapel of St. Elias, Auguštanovec). The Chapel 
of St Barbara in Velika Mlaka represents the pearl 

of Baroque wooden architecture the written 
sources of which date back to 1642. It was built 
of a high quality oak wood, withstanding the test 
of time for more than three and a half centuries. 
Inside the chapel, there is a beautiful winged altar 
with displays of the life and martyrdom of 
St Barbara on one side and Christ's passion on 
the other. 150 painted surfaces with displays of 
the saints and floral designs have been preserved 
on its painted fields and wall-panellings.

Altar and painted interior of 
the Chapel of St Barbara 

  Do you 
know?



Contemporary 
Town 
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Gorica Today 

We've always been 
connected by Roads 

Although Velika Gorica got a town status in 1995, 
its favourable traffic position has greatly 
contributed to a rapid development and 
expansion. In 1862 a railroad passed through 
Velika Gorica on the transport route Zidani most 
- Zagreb - Sisak. From 1907 till 1937 public 
transport was established. It went from the centre 
of Velika Gorica with a railway station to the 
industrial plants in Novo Čiče by ”kojnača”, 
a carriage drawn by horses. 

Franjo Tuđman Airport 

       In 1857 there were only 1292 inhabitants in 
    Velika Gorica, today there are 63 511 inhabitants. 

  Do you 
know?
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Zagreb Airport was opened in 1962 and recently 
built new roads have changed the view of the 
town and opened the entrance into the town from 
all directions. With 58 settlements, it is the sixth 
largest town by population in Croatia (63 511 
inhabitants). Neighbouring municipalities of 
Pokupsko (2223 inhabitants), Kravarsko (1982 
inhabitants), and Orle (1967 inhabitants) 
gravitate to Velika Gorica.
 

Surrounded by centuries old woods, clean rivers 
and lakes, sources of drinking water and fertile 
land, it is an ideal place for a peaceful life. 
Crafts, services, and agriculture make the basis 
for its development. The craftsmen association of 
Velika Gorica is one of the strongest associations 
in Zagreb County. Among industrial production 
the most important are wood processing, 
construction and textile production with a long 
tradition.



Town Pleasant to Live in
Gorica Today 

Šegrt Hlapić, a detail of a monument to Ivana Brlić Mažuranić, children literature writer

A Flower Garden between 
the Sava and the Kupa River 



The area of Velika Gorica, together with the 
municipalities of Pokupsko, Kravarsko and Orle 
makes a unique living space south and 
southeast of Zagreb. 
Velika Gorica is the centre of the area with its own 
urban identity. It is developing into a modern town, 
not neglecting its traditional values. It's a town 
pleasant to live. Its inhabitants can freely enjoy 
surrounded by centuries old wood, clear rivers 
and gentle Vukomeričke gorice. In the centre of 

the city there are numerous parks, decorated 
squares, children playgrounds, promenades and 
cycling lanes. All over Velika Gorica there are 
different flower beds, beautifully displayed in all 
seasons. It is called, not without reason, a flower 
garden between the Sava and the Kupa river. 
In social life, contemporary culture events are 
intermingling with traditional customs of Turopolje, 
carefully tended, so everyone can find 
something for one's soul. 

In 2004 Velika Gorica received 
the Silver Flower of Europe, 
the award of the European 
Association for Flowers and 
Landscapes Entente Florale and 
in 2011 Green Flower with golden 
sign, the award of Croatian Tourist 
Board for the most settled city 
of the continental Croatia in the 
category of cities with more 
than 30 000 inhabitants.

17

  Do you 
know?
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World without 
Borders

Gorica Today 

The Town of Culture, 
Art and Knowledge

Numerous educational and cultural institutions 
offer to citizens of Velika Gorica various 
contents. The University of Applied Sciences 
Velika Gorica, a higher education institution 
with more than 1300 students, provides five 
professional and three graduate specialist 
programmes. At Open University Velika Gorica 
there are many activities: theatre performances, 



exhibitions, cinema projections, publishing, 
concerts, educational seminars, school for foreign 
languages, workshops and many other activities 
that inspire the soul of the town. A town library 
with the richest library fund in Zagreb County is 
the oldest cultural institution which dates back to 
1886. It's an unavoidable place for book lovers, a 
place for conservation and evaluation of the written 

Graduates of 
University of Applied 
Sciences Velika Gorica 
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Open University Velika Gorica 
Town Library Velika Gorica 

  Do you 
know?        Juraj Mulih (1694-1754), an educated citizen 

of Turopolje is the author of “Regula dvorjanstva”, 
the first Croatian etiquette.

Stjepan Radić Square 

word in Turopolje. At Stjepan Radić Square there is 
a Culture Centre with a library and a reading room, 
a smaller concert hall and Galženica Gallery where 
many exhibitions of contemporary art have been 
organised. Seven elementary schools, five secondary 
schools, four kindergartens, a Centre for Children 
and  Young, a Centre for Education make this town 
the town of knowledge, culture and art. 



Sport, Youth and 
Healthy Mind

Gorica Today 
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A Town of Sports Activities and Youth 



Velika Gorica offers to its citizens numerous sport 
possibilities. Excellent results have been achieved 
in different sports like: football, handball, volleyball, 
bowling, chess, karate, judo, shooting and athletics, 
in our town, as well as on different competitions 
in our country and abroad. The best prevention 
to all sorts of addictions and the way to a healthy 
lifestyle is an integration of as many children and 

the young people as possible into sports activities. 
Velika Gorica has proved to be an excellent host 
to numerous sports competitions, to professional 
as well as amateurish categories. 
Among many of them, it's worth to mention the 
International Turopolje Race which has been 
successfully held for more than 25 years. 

21



A carnival, folk custom accompanied by 
camouflage, jokes, dance and universal noise, is 
traditionally organised every year in Velika Gorica. 
A carnival parade goes through the town and many 
carnival groups and individual masks are presented, 
while at the final event the most successful masks 
and masked groups are selected. Year after year 
more and more guests come into Velika Gorica 
to take part in a carnival parade.

Turopolje Carnival 

It’s Never Boring with Us
Gorica Today

Traditional and Cultural Manifestations through the Year 
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Spring Festivities
Velika Gorica and the whole region of Turopolje 

are well known for their rich folk art which has 
been mostly expressed through dance, music, 
singing and the beauty of folk costumes.
Throughout Turopolje, traditional culture has 
been highly cherished and passed down to 
new generations by numerous folklore societies. 

As one of the most well kept towns in Croatia, 
a receiver of numerous awards for decorated 
environment, it inspired its Tourist Board to start 
the Rose Festival. In recognition to this 
manifestation, Josip Rogina, a writer and a 
gardener, cultivated a special Velika Gorica Rose, 
which has been planted on public spaces in the 
town. Velika Gorica enjoys its rose beds at the 
end of May, and throughout the whole year there 
are many environmental and educational 

  Do you 
know?

          The main 
carnival mascots are 
Pajcek (Piglet), Luk (Onion) and Žir (Acorn).



St George's Day traditions (23 April) have been 
celebrated in Turopolje since long time ago. 
As a religious and folk holiday it was renewed 
at the end of the 1980s. The central event takes 
place in front of the town of Lukavec, where 
winter is sent off with song and dance, and spring 
is welcomed. This traditional ceremony entered 
in the register of the Protected Cultural Property. 

St George's Festivities 
in Turopolje (Jurjevo)
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Brass Festival 
Velika Gorica brass festival represents the only 
international festival dedicated to brass wind 
instruments in Croatia, as well as in this part of

Summer Festivities
The town of Velika Gorica especially revives at 
the beginning of summer time when its people 
and numerous guests can enjoy free concerts, 
theatre performances and other programs 
outdoors and in the halls during Gorica Evenings 
organized by The Open University. All the young 
are having good time during VG FEST, a festival 
conceived as the presentation of different aspects 
of contemporary culture and art production, 
where young performers, musicians, dancers, 
graffiti artists from Zagreb and Velika Gorica 
have the opportunity to be presented.

Europe. The Open University is the organizer of 
the festival, whose goal is to represent brass wind 
instruments in solo and chamber music, as well 
as in different musical directions (classical, jazz…). 
So far, the festival has hosted many domestic and 
foreign performers, composers and amateur 
wind orchestras. 

workshops to teach children how to plant and 
cultivate flowers, why it is important for our planet 
and how to keep our greenery and nature.



It's the festival of food and drinks where caterers 
of Velika Gorica are represented by high quality, 
home-made and healthy food, bakery products, 
sweets and drinks. The whole week, during the 
festival, restaurants offer their delicacies at 
promotional prices, with the possibility of tasting. 

Turopolje 
Gastro 

Lucy's Days
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There are many events in December. In the week 
before the feast of St Lucy (13 December), the 
patroness of Turopolje, many cultural events, so 
called Lucy's days, are organised in the town. 
The festive atmosphere continues with Velika 
Gorica music festival and Christmas concert.
At the end of the year, people of  Velika Gorica 
celebrate on the open and with a glass of 
champagne and mulled wine wish each other 
a happy New Year.
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Velika Gorica Tourist Board 
Trg kralja Tomislava 2, Velika Gorica
tel./fax: 01/6222 378, e-mail: tzvg@tzvg.hr
Police 
M. Magdalenića 2, tel.: 112, 01/6221 144, 192
Fire Department 
Zagrebačka 3, tel.: 112, 01/6221 283, 193
Health Centre 
Matice hrvatske bb, tel.: 112, 01/6379 700
Croatia Mail 
Slavka Kolara 15, tel.: 01/6222 128
Bus Station 
Zagrebačka 46, tel.: 01/6221 307
Taxi Station 
Trg Petra Krešimira IV bb
tel.: 01/6221 294, 060 760 760
Franjo Tuđman Airport  
Ulica Rudolfa Fizira 1, tel.: 01/4562 222,
info: 060 320 320
Town Administration 
Trg Kralja Tomislava 34, tel.: 01/6269 900
The Museum of Turopolje 
Trg Kralja Tomislava 1, tel.: 01/6221 325
Open University Velika Gorica 
Zagrebačka 37, tel.: 01/6259 800
Town Library Velika Gorica 
Zagrebačka 37, tel.: 01/6222 948
Culture Centre Velika Gorica/Galženica Gallery 
Trg S. Radića 5, tel.: 01/6221 122
Craftsmen Association Velika Gorica
Kurilovečka 5, tel.: 01/6222 110
University of Applied Sciences Velika Gorica 
Zagrebačka 5, tel.: 01/6222 501
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